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Office of the United Nations
 Resident Coordinator

 United Nations Country Team

PLACING HUMAN RIGHTS AT THE 
HEART OF THE RECONSTRUCTION PROCESS

Since June 2011, the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) has deployed a Human Rights 
Adviser (HRA) to work with the Resident Coordinator’s 
Office and the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) in 
Antananarivo. Mr. Omer KALAMEU, the newly recruited 
Human Rights Adviser for Madagascar, entered in duty on 
5 July 2014.

The HRA and his team worked with the Government 
on treaty bodies reporting and in following-up the 
implementation of the treaty bodies, Special procedures 
and the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) recommendations. 
Capacity-building programs were also conducted in favor 
of the security forces, the inter-governmental treaty body 
members, civil society organizations, women groups and 
the youth to increase their human rights awareness as well 
as knowledge of the regional and international human 
rights mechanisms. 

In a very critical context, marked by a post-transition 
reconstruction process and implying complex legislative, 
institutional, infrastructural, security, governance, socio-
economic, political, and humanitarian challenges, it is 
recognized that a human rights-based approach is essential 
and indispensable in addressing these challenges and in 
promoting a genuine reconciliation process, ensuring an 
inclusive growth and building sustainable peace.

The UNCT and OHCHR stand ready to support the 
Government and all stakeholders in placing human rights 
at the center of the current post-transition reconstruction 
process.

Fatma Samoura
UN Resident Coordinator

Houses at approx. 50 km from  the main city of Toliary. 

PROMOTING WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION

As part of its activities to develop and strengthen the 
capacity of rights holders to claim their rights, OHCHR 
conducted human rights workshops for the benefit of 45 
women leaders representing 42 associations drawn from 
the far north and south regions of Madagascar respectively 
in Antsiranana (1.250km North of Antananarivo) from 12 to 
14 August and in Toliary (950 km south of Antananarivo) 
from 20 to 22 August 2014.

The modules taught covered introduction to human rights, 
national, regional and international mechanisms to protect 
women rights as well as the role of rural women leaders in 
promoting and protecting human rights.

Women Associations leaders of Toliary.

(continued overleaf )
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“Olombelona afaka sy mitovy 
manoloana ny Zo sy ny Hasina”

 

“Free and equal, in rights 
and dignity”
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Mr. Anicet 
ANDRIANTSALAMA,  former 
President of the  Journalist’s 

association.

Mr. REBOZA Mahaforona 
Cyrille, Minister of 
Communication, 

Information and  Relations 
with Institutions, committed 

himself to leading the 
process until the adoption 
of the Media Code by May 

2015.

From 22 to 24 July, in Antsirabe (170 Km south of 
Antananarivo) the UNCT in tandem with the Ministry of 
communication organized a four-day workshop aiming 
at facilitating the drafting of the draft media code. 52 
journalists including 10 women and media experts 
drawn from public and private sectors, as well as media 
associations participated in the workshop. 

The opening and closing ceremonies were chaired by the 
Ministry of Communication, in the presence of top regional 
officials, the Prime Minister’s Director of Communication 
and representatives of United Nations Resident Coordinator 
and the UNCT. 

OHCHR made presentations on introduction to human 
rights, national, regional and international mechanisms 
for the protection of human rights; Human Rights-based 
Approach (HRBA) to media and article 19 of the UDHR. At 
the end of the workshop, a draft media code integrating 
human rights was produced.

ADOPTION OF THE LANDMARK LAW ON 
THE INDEPENDENT NATIONAL HUMAN 

RIGHTS COMMISSION
During its June session, the National Assembly adopted 
the law on the creation of the Independent National 
Human Rights Commission. After the Parliament 
adoption, the law was submitted to the High 
Constitutional Court (HCC) on July 8 by the President 
of the Republic for constitutionality review. The HCC 
rejected two articles of the law by denying the rank of 
Head of Institution to the President of the Commission 
and immunities to the Commission members. In 
addition, the Court extended the prohibition of 
commissioner membership to all members of political 
parties. The law was promulgated on 13 August by 
the President of the Republic following an adjustment 
taking into consideration the unconstitutionality 
reservations made by the High Constitutional Court.
 
 The UNCT, through the OHCHR, provided technical 
assistance in the drafting process of this law so as to 
ensure its conformity to the international standards 
enshrined in the Paris Principles which frame and guide 
the work of national human rights institutions. Since 
2011, OHCHR has conducted advocacy actions for 
the adoption of this important law and continuously 
coordinated efforts of the various stakeholders 
while providing technical support gearing up the 
establishment of the Commission.

The next step is to mobilize national and international 
support for the early effective operationalization of this 
important institution.

UNCT SUPPORTS THE GOVERNMENT AND THE NATIONAL STAKEHOLDERS 
IN DRAFTING A HUMAN RIGHTS-BASED MEDIA CODE

Working groups in Antsiranana

At the end of the 3-day workshops, copies of human rights 
instruments including the UDHR in Malagasy language 
and CEDAW were distributed to all participants. Upon 
participants ‘request, technical support was provided in 
drafting action plans for the promotion and protection of    
women    rights in rural areas. 

On August 26, one participant from Antsiranana workshop 
intervened on a national-wide scope radio based in 
Antananarivo to witness the benefit acquired from 
capacity-building provided by OHCHR and recommended 
such training sessions to be extended to all other regions of 
the Island, especially in favor of rural women.
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FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE BAR 
ASSOCIATION

In Antananarivo, on 27 August 2014, during the opening 
ceremony of the first national conference of the 
Malagasy Bar Association, the President of the Republic 
solemnly reiterated his commitment to upholding rule 
of law, good governance and human rights principles 
as well as combating chronic impunity and corruption. 
He acknowledged that upholding rule of law, good 
governance and human rights principles was essential in 
rebuilding people confidence and ensuring the return of 
foreign investments and investors. 

The 3-day national conference gathered more than 500 
lawyers, parliamentarians, judges, Academics and civil 
society organizations under the theme “promoting credibility 
of Justice for an efficient rule of law “.  UNDP and OHCHR 
provided financial and technical support to this important 
activity. OHCHR made presentations on “international 
mechanisms for the protection of human rights” and “the role 
of the bar association in promoting and protecting human 
rights”. The recommendations from this meeting will be 
used to the development of a draft law on the reform of the 
judicial system in Madagascar.

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTED TO 
PROMOTING  HUMAN RIGHTS

OHCHR met with the President of the National Assembly 
and several members of his cabinet on July 14. During the 
discussion the human rights situation in Madagascar was 
reviewed, including the national reconciliation process. 
The institution committed to appointing a human rights 
adviser in the President’s office and to creating a Human 
Rights Commission within the National Assembly during 
the October 2014 ordinary session. 

A Human Rights working group composed of the Cabinet 
of the National Assembly President and OHCHR was set up. 
The working group meets every Friday to stake stock of 
the human rights situation and ensure that human rights 
standards and norms are considered in the legislative 
process.

(from left to right, 
Mr. Omer KALAMEU, Human Rights Adviser, 

Mr. Jean Max RAKOTOMAMONJY, President of the National 
Assembly, 

Mr. Juvence  RAMASY,  Director of Cabinet).

VALIDATION WORKSHOP OF THE DRAFT 
NATIONAL LAW AGAINST TRAFFICKING

 IN PERSONS WITH OHCHR’S TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

During a validation workshop of the draft national 
law against trafficking in persons, which took place in 
Antananarivo, from 13 to 14 August, OHCHR provided 
technical assistance in ensuring its compliance with 
international standards and principles. Copies of the 
normative standards pertaining to trafficking in persons 
including the Palermo Protocol to prevent, suppress and 
punish trafficking in persons, especially women and children, 
CEDAW, the Recommended principles and guidelines on 
human rights and trafficking and its Commentary, CRC, ILO 
convention 29, were distributed and used as working tools 

16 SEPTEMBER 2014
69TH SESSION OF THE 
UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

03 NOVEMBER 2014
UNIVERSAL 
PERIODIC REVIEW

KEY DATES 
FOR MADAGASCAR

for all the 25 participants including 19 women drawn from 
the Ministries of Justice, Health, Education, Security, Foreign 
Affairs, Employment, Public Service, the  Supreme Court, 
the Parliament, women and victims associations, child 
protection associations, the bar association, faith-based 
organizations, human rights NGOs as well as  recruitment 
agencies. OHCHR made a presentation on HRBA and 
the importance of applying a rights-based approach 
in combating trafficking in persons. At the end of the 
2-day workshop, participants adopted a draft law against 
trafficking in persons that will be submitted to the Councils 
of the government and the ministers for endorsement and 
to the parliament for enactment during its ordinary session 
in October 2014, before Madagascar’s participation in the 
second cycle of the UPR on 3 November 2014. OHCHR will 
monitor the endorsement and enactment process of this 
important draft law. 
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HIGLIGHTS
SUPPORTING INITIATIVE ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

AND  BUSINESS
CRAAD-OI (Research and Support Center for Development 
Alternatives – Indian Ocean) has solicited OHCHR support 
in continuing actions related to Human rights and Business 
with regard to mining companies and those operating in 
the oil sector. 

As a follow up to the 16 June 2014 workshop on human 
rights and business, OHCHR stands ready to provide 

OHCHR FIRST REGULAR MEETING WITH  CIVIL 
SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS (CSO)

OHCHR held its first monthly meeting with CSOs on 
07 August during which CSOs role in promoting and 
protecting human rights was underscored.

OHCHR committed to intensifying its partnership and 
collaboration with CSOs in the context of the ongoing 
reconstruction process.

Presentations were made on the Human Rights Based 
Approach and on the CNIDH (National Independent 
Commission for Human Rights): the content of the law in 
connection with the Paris Principles and the way forward 
(view of the steps of implementation and performance 
conditions of the commission). Civil Society leaders 
requested OHCHR’s support in ensuring transparency and 
inclusiveness in the nomination/election process of the 
11 commissioners as well as in the entire implementation 
phase of the CNIDH.

HUMAN RIGHTS TRAININGS IN THE 
POLICE AND MILITARY ACADEMIES

OHCHR held meetings with the Ministers of Public 
Security and Defense resulting in their commitment to 
appointing human rights focal points within the police 
and the army, and to drafting MOUs with OHCHR for 
the integration, introduction and delivering of human 
rights trainings in the  police and military academies. 
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technical support to CRAAD-OI, Civil Society Organizations, 
government and investors representatives in drafting a 
tripartite Charter reaffirming each party’s commitments to 
promoting and protecting human rights in business sphere 
as well as in forming a permanent platform to ensure and 
facilitate dialogue between stakeholders. 

Recent meetings with Mining and Petroleum sectors 
Associations revealed that further to the above-mentioned 
workshop, Human Rights have become part of the main 
action points within these two associations joint platform.


